  -----Original Message-----

 From: 
Grundy, Judy  

 Sent:
Friday, July 12, 2002 3:45 PM

 To:
 Bargaining Unit  

 Cc:
Friedman, Howard

 Subject:
Hill visits

 Accompanied by representatives from the NTEU National office and Howard  Friedman, we had seven successful Hill visits on Wednesday, for the  purpose of meeting with House members/or staff, including Congresspersons  Holmes-Norton, Moran, Gilchrest, Hoyer, Davis, Wolf, and Morella. 

 Some of our many arguments against the RIF included:

  -  The stated rationale behind the RIF is that there is not enough work  to be done which is inaccurate and not supported by data

  - Filings are increasing and the number of files we examine each month  are substantially less than the number of files we are receiving 

  - The number of amended files on our desks are increasing, and many of our attorneys have not worked on a new case for months

  - If the RIF would take place, customer service would be drastically

 impaired

  - The quality of our work product would decline substantially if the

 remaining attorneys had to absorb the dockets of all the individuals RIFed

  - Our electronic commerce initiative would suffer if over a third of our

 attorneys were let go

  - Management has not given us sufficient justification for the RIF

  - Management has not been forthright with statistics on the number of cases we currently have

  - Our customers have expressed concern regarding the negative impact the RIF will have on their applications and/or clients

 If anyone is a constituent of Congressman Wolf's district, we strongly

 encourage you to contact him and express your opposition to the RIF.  He is a key member of the Subcommittee on Appropriations that handles our funding and could be instrumental in helping us. His area includes the  counties of Loudon, Clarke, Frederick, Warren, Fauquier, Rappahannock, Page, Shenandoah, Prince William, and Rockingham, the western portion of Fairfax County, and the cities of Winchester, Manassas, and Manassas Park.

 If you are unsure if Congressman Wolf is your representative, please

 check: www.house.gov/writerep

 If you are a resident of another Congressional district and have not yet written to your Congressperson, we strongly encourage you to contact your  representative regarding your opposition to the RIF.  

 Meetings on the Senate side should be scheduled soon, and we will let you  know as soon as we hear about those. 

 We would like to thank the following attorneys who volunteered their time  to meet with their representatives:

 Brooke Beyer, Jill Prater, Patti Horrall, Nelson Snyder, John Rodriguez,  Gwen Stokols, Luis Negron-Cacho, Danielle Mattessich, Linda Powell,  Jennifer Krisp, Jan Mooneyham, Ed Timberlake, Stanley Osborne, Chris  Adkins, Barbara Loughran, Chris Wells, Esther Belenker, Andrew Rhim,  Sudarshini Satchi, Matthew Kline, Jeff Coward, Karan Chhina, Gretta Yao, Ramona Ortiga, Mitch Front, and Board members Will Breckenfeld and Julie  Watson who attended all of the meetings. 

  

 Please feel free to get back with me with any questions or suggestions. 

  Judy Grundy

  Legislative Coordinator

  NTEU 245

  Room 5A03 NTB

  703-308-9106 ext. 296 

