I'd also like to call everyone's attention to pages 13-14 of the Trademark Insider.  It expressly calls into question the PTOs rationale for the RIF.  If you are going to fax your representatives, I would seriously consider attaching those 2 pages.  See the link below.

 http://www.nameprotect.com/news/TrademarkInsider.pdf
   

 Note the article below.  This is another point in favor of those of us,  like me, who stand to lose their jobs next week.

 I urge you - ALL of you, VA residents or otherwise - to call:

 Rep. Frank Wolf at (202) 225-5136 AND

 Rep. Tom Davis at (202) 225-1492 (or you can e-mail Rep. Davis at

 tom.davis@mail.house.gov)

 to pass this new news on to them and to urge them to include a provision  in the continuing resolution of the budget that would prevent a RIF from  occurring at the USPTO..  Whether you get a live voice or a recording, please leave the following message...or something like this: 

 NTEU had suggested all along that no sound business case exists for the announced RIF.  Recent facts support this position.  First action pendency has moved up from 4.3 to 5.7 months rather than decline to 3.0, which is management's stated goal.  And this is with all of the current staff.  

 Management must seriously re-evaluate this RIF.  That cannot be done  before the September 30 RIF date, therefore, we ask that Congress instruct  the USPTO to delay the RIF by prohibiting one during the period of the  Commerce/Justice/State Continuing Resolution (October 11th).  Thank you.

 People, this is not a pie-in-the-sky last-ditch attempt here.  This has a  LEGITIMATE shot, but only if you get on the phone NOW and do this.  A few  people - some within the union's channels, but many outside of it and with the union's blessing - have worked behind the scenes on this for a couple  of weeks, now it's time for ALL of us examiners to step to the plate and  make two quick phone calls.

 PLEASE call NOW.  This is probably going to resolve itself, one way or the  other, in the next 2-3 days, and we need instant action.

 Thank you,

The below article is from today's Trademark Insider (thanks to Andy Ehard, et al), which appeared in today's Wash Post.

 ************************************

 Story Filed: Thursday, September 19, 2002 4:04 PM EST 

 WASHINGTON, Sep 19, 2002 (ODJ Select via COMTEX) -- (Dow Jones)--U.S.

 businesses filed more applications for trademarks in the second quarter  than at any time since economy sank into recession in 2001, a sign that  business activity is recovering. 

 Trademark applications increased by 8.9% to 55,557 from April through

 June, according to Trademark Insider, a newsletter that monitors filings  with the U.S. Patent and Trademark office. It was second consecutive  quarter of growth and it raised the volume of applications to the highest  level since the first quarter of 2001. 

 The numbers indicated U.S. businesses are more optimistic about the

 economic outlook than their willingness to hire workers might suggest.

 Over the last few weeks, the number of Americans filing first-time

 applications for unemployment benefits has risen. But business

 expenditures on equipment and software have rebounded. 

 "This is a positive sign," said Sung Won Sohn, chief economist with Wells  Fargo in Minneapolis. "The cost of a trademark application is not

 inconsequential. If businesses thought their cash flows were poor, they would not be filing these applications." Experts say trademark

 applications typically cost about $1,500 in all, including attorneys fees.

 In its report on the trademark statistics, Trademark Insider made the same  argument, saying, "Trademark application volume has tracked very closely over the past several quarters with the level of overall business  investment, both of which experienced steady declines through much of 2000  and 2001." 

 Business investment, however, has since stabilized and is expected to

 rebound this year. Investment in equipment and software increased 3.1% in the second quarter and is expected to increase 5% in the third, Sohn said.

 He predicted the economy would grow as much as 4%, up from just 1.1% in  the second quarter. 

 -By Joseph Rebello, Dow Jones Newswires; 202-862-9279;

 Joseph.Rebello@dowjones.com 
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