 From: 
Friedman, Howard  

 Sent:
Monday, September 23, 2002 2:45 PM

 To:
Bargaining Unit 

 Subject:
RIF Update

 Good afternoon.

 1.  ACTION ITEM:  Funding for next fiscal year will initially come from a series of continuing resolutions since the final appropriations' bills will not be acted upon for a while. We are trying to add language to the USPTO's continuing resolution that prevents the agency from expending any funds for implementation of the RIF.  

 If you live in Maryland, we need your assistance.  Please call Senator Barbara Mikulski's office at 202 224 4654.  You can make the call from work.  The contact person is Ms. Carla Buckner.  Make sure you identify yourself as a Maryland resident.  Whether you get a live voice or a recording, please leave the following message...or something like this: 

 NTEU had suggested all along that no sound business case exists for the announced RIF.  Recent facts support this position.  First action pendency has moved up from 4.3 to 5.7 months rather than decline to 3.0, which is management's stated goal.  And this is with all of the current staff.  

 Management must seriously re-evaluate this RIF.  That cannot be done  before the September 30 RIF date, therefore, we ask that Congress instruct  the USPTO to delay the RIF by prohibiting one during the period of the  Commerce/Justice/State Continuing Resolution (October 11th).  Thank you.

 Instructions will be forthcoming on whom D.C. and VA residents may  contact.  I will also let you know what our customers can do.  

 2.  Six or seven more recession notices were delivered on Friday (the  union hasn't received formal written notice yet).  That leaves 124-125  attorneys who would be part of the RIF.  We intend to meet with you this  week .  

 3.  Details will be forthcoming on our FLRA case.

 Howard

