Subject: DOC Bureau of Industry and Security - job vacancies

Please forward this message to employees who have received rif notices.

The Office has been contacted by DOC's Bureau of Industry and Security (formerly the Bureau of Export Administration) regarding two upcoming vacancies.  Carol Kalinoski, Chair of the Operating Committee on Export Policy, will be coming to Trademarks to talk about the positions and the responsibilities of the Bureau.  She will also address career growth opportunities in the field both inside and outside government. 

Examining attorneys who have received rif notices are invited to come to the Alexandria Room on Thursday, August 29th, at 1:00.  Ms. Kalinoski will also be accepting resumes at that time.  Please note that the positions will not be announced until after Labor Day, but that they are anxious to fill them quickly. 

***********

Ms. Kalinoski forwarded the following summary of the of the Operating Committee and the positions available:

The U.S. Department of Commerce receives and process all export license applications for "dual-use" commodities and technologies, i.e. those with both civilian and military applications. 

The Operating Committee on Export Policy (OC) is the senior working level interagency dispute resolution forum in the U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS).  The OC consists of technical and policy representatives from the Departments of Commerce, Defense, Energy, State, and Justice/FBI, who also provide recommendations on dual-use license applications. Non-voting members of the OC are the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Intelligence Community. Other U.S. Government departments and agencies are invited to participate in interagency discussions on contentious export license applications where appropriate.

Executive Order 12981 (EO), as amended, dated December 1995, requires expedite licensing procedures. A dual-use license application submitted to the Commerce Department is required to be reviewed up to the President within ninety (90) days from registration in the BIS database.  Contentious license applications are escalated to the OC on day thirty nine (39) under the EO where the interagency conducts a rigorous "due diligence" review of the license application including all available intelligence/information on the parties to the proposed transaction. 

Under the EO, the OC Chairman is required to hear the recommendations of the reviewing/voting departments and to render a licensing decision on the case. Within prescribed time frames, an agency dissenting from the decision of the OC Chairman can escalate the decision to the next higher level, the Advisory Committee on Export Policy (ACEP). The ACEP consists of individuals from the reviewing/voting agencies who are "appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate". The Chairman of the ACEP is the Assistant Secretary for BIS; the role of the ACEP Chairman is "to inform the participants of the majority decision" at the ACEP meeting. Further escalation is provided to the Cabinet-level, the Export Administration Review Board (EARB) and ultimately to the President of the United States.

The Chairman of the OC is a senior civil servant who also serves as the Executive Secretary for the ACEP and the EARB. 

In the last two calendar years, the contentious license applications escalated to the OC were approximately 6.0% of all dual-use applications submitted to the Commerce Department. In calendar 2001, contentious export license applications involving entities in the PRC represented 33% of these cases. This percentage of China cases continues to rise as business opportunities expand for U.S. exporters in the China market, while  interagency disagreement concerning many proposed transactions to this market promises further opportunities for lively discussion and debate in the interagency.

The OC intends to announce after Labor Day two vacancies as "Export Administration Policy Analysts" at the GS-9/11/12 levels. Although a law degree is not a professional requirement for these positions, it helps to have one. 

Anyone interested in learning more about the activities of the OC and professional opportunities in the Committee and in the private sector are invited to attend.

