(Date)

The Honorable [name]

U.S. House of Representatives (United States Senate)

Washington, DC 20515 (20510)

Dear Representative (Senator) [name]:

As an attorney representing trademark applicants, I am gravely concerned about the USPTO’s announced plan to eliminate 135 Trademark Attorney positions, effective September 30, 2002.  

This proposed reduction in force (RIF) will have a significant and negative effect on my clients.  By eliminating over 35% of PTO examining trademark attorney positions,  pendency will increase dramatically, quality will decrease, and the Office will be less responsive to its customers like my business.  

Under the Proposed Strategic Plan, I believe prosecution costs will rise since issues concerning conflicting marks would now be left to the courts. Further, the Plan has the potential to significantly reduce the value of a trademark since an outside firm could perform trademark searches.   Finally, like the RIF, the proposed track examination system does not make the case for either improved quality or decreased pendency. 

We support initiatives that improve quality and pendency.  However, we believe the RIF does neither.  Further, the Plan, which radically overhauls the trademark examination process, also does not improve quality or pendency and was prepared without input from PTO's customers, which we believe is vital.  

Sincerely,

(Signature)

