(Date)

The Honorable James E. Rogan

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and

Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Crystal Park 2, Suite 906

Washington, D.C. 20231

Dear Under Secretary and Director Rogan:

We understand the USPTO intends to eliminate 135 of the Trademark Attorney positions, effective September 30, 2002.  We also have reviewed the USPTO’s revised Strategic Plan (Plan).  We strongly oppose the Reduction in Force (RIF) and have a number of concerns regarding the Plan.

The RIF will not improve either quality or pendency.  To the contrary, the RIF of over 35% of your examining attorneys will increase pendency dramatically, decrease quality, and cause the office to be less responsive to its customers.  

Under the Plan, we believe prosecution costs will rise since issues concerning conflicting marks would now be left to the courts.  Further, the Plan has the potential to significantly reduce the value of a Trademark since an outside firm could perform trademark searches.  Finally, like the RIF, the proposed track examination system does not make the case for either improved quality or decreased pendency.  

We support initiatives that improve quality and pendency.  However, we believe the RIF does neither.  Further, the Plan, which radically overhauls the Trademark examination process, also does not improve quality or pendency and was prepared without input from your customers, which we believe is vital.  

Sincerely,

(Signature)

