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July 25, 2002

Trademark Colleagues:

Today the United States Patent and Trademark Office and the National Treasury Employees Union failed to reach an agreement in negotiations concerning the benefits that the agency will provide its 135 employees scheduled to receive Reduction in Force (RIF) notices on July 30th.   To minimize uncertainty for these employees by avoiding protracted negotiations, USPTO offered the union a global settlement at the beginning of the negotiations.  USPTO’s proposal included, among other benefits, 100% administrative leave for all attorneys receiving RIF notices from the date of the notice to the earlier of September 30, 2002 or the date that the employee secured new employment, and a lump-sum payment of $1,000 for outplacement services in addition to severance pay and accrued annual leave payouts.   This would have allowed the affected employees to look for other employment without financial worries for an extended period of time and with the help of professionals.  USPTO’s goal was to provide substantial benefits to our affected employees as soon as possible.   

The union failed to accept our offer.   Instead, union negotiators proposed to bargain over procedural matters that prevented the parties from bargaining over the benefits to be provided to employees.  These procedural matters are already provided for in our collective bargaining agreement.  The Agency’s bargaining team today again asked NTEU whether the global settlement offer might be acceptable.  NTEU again declined to discuss the terms of the offer. 

Unfortunately, trademark filings are down and trends indicate no improvement in the foreseeable future.  Agency management believes the public interest would not be served by putting off this action.  The RIF is expected to take place on September 30, 2002.  The agency plans to conduct the RIF on schedule.
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