
 -----Original Message-----

From: 
Friedman, Howard  

Sent:
Thursday, July 11, 2002 9:53 AM

To:
 Bargaining Unit 

 Subject:
RIF Update

Good morning.  Here's an update.

1.  We were on the Hill yesterday meeting with local members of Congress and their staff.  Judy Grundy will be sending a separate e-mail with details.  Thanks to Judy and Kurt Vorndran, our lobbyist, for coordinating these meetings. Thanks also to the attorneys in our unit who went to the Hill.  

2.  We filed our collective bargaining proposals last Friday afternoon.  Thanks to Gina Hayes, Dawn Feldman, Will Breckenfeld, Ed Timberlake, Patricia Judd, Allison Holt and Lana Pham for putting the package together.  The office told us yesterday that they would like to negotiate July 16-18.  They also have taken the position that they will not negotiate over the ground rules.  I will be talking to National about these issues.  

3.   In May the office received 23,747 classes in 20,200 serialized applications.  This is up from the 23,245 classes in 19,600 applications filed in April.  May's filings were the highest number filed this fiscal year.  Here's a related article:

Bump in trademark applications may signal economic rebound, experts say
<http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20020710/ap_wo_en_po/us_trademark_upturn_1> 

4.  On July 2 we filed a grievance over the revised Strategic Plan (Plan).  We have alleged that the office failed to give proper notice of the change in working conditions contained in the Plan; failed to provide an opportunity to bargain; and intends to unilaterally implement the Plan.

5.  This afternoon we have a grievance meeting scheduled with Ms. Chasser and others to discuss the grievance we filed June 26 dealing with the office's improper denial of promotions.  

6.  We will be getting out a mailing to our customers asking them to oppose the RIF and to express their concerns about the Plan.  We will post relevant information at http://nteu245.org/ so you can advise our customers.  

Thanks.


